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These networks included about 8,000 U.S. networks including those operated by Dell, CNN,
Starbucks and Apple. More than 8,500 Chinese networks,1,100 in Australia and 230 owned by
France Telecom were also affected.
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BGP data is used by routers to tell them how to route traffic over the Internet. Typically smaller
service providers "announce" BGP routes for the networks they control, and that information is
ultimately centralized and then shared between larger providers. That's where the problems started
on Thursday. For some reason, IDC China Telecommunication announced routes for tens of
thousands of networks -- about 10 percent of the Internet. Typically this small ISP announces
about 30 routes.
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BGP data is used by routers to tell them how to route traffic over the Internet. Typically smaller
service providers "announce" BGP routes for the networks they control, and that information is
ultimately centralized and then shared between larger providers. That's where the problems started
on Thursday. For some reason, IDC China Telecommunication announced routes for tens of
thousands of networks -- about 10 percent of the Internet. Typically this small ISP announces
about 30 routes.
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